CULTURE
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Culture refers 1o the knowledge, language, values, customs, and
marterial objects that are passed from person to person and from one
generation to the next in a human group or society.

Since people cannot rely on instincts to survive, culture has been
“tool kit” for survival. Not only is culture essential for
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A society is a large social grouping that occupies the same
geographic territory and is subject to the same political
authority and dominant cultural expectations.




Material culture consists of the physical, or fangible creations

that members of a society make, use, and share. Raw

marterials are transformed into material culture through

technology — the knowledge, techniques, and tools that

make It possible for people to transform resources into usable
nd the knowledge and skills required to use these




According to anthropologist George Murdock, cultural
universals (he lists seventy) are customs and practices that
occur across all societies. Murdock's categories included:

appearance, activities, social institutions, and customary
practices.
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1. MATERIAL CULTURE:
food, clothing, housing, transportation, tools

2. ARTS, PLAY, AND RECREATION:
fine arts, drama, beauty

6. CONFLICT AND WARFARE:

defence systems, practices of warfare,
conflict, and conflict resolution

7. EDUCATION:
formal and informal




From the sociological perspective, human behaviour is shaped from
birth by the culture into which we are born (nurtured / learned). We learn
about culture through interaction, observation, and imitation in order to

participate as members of the group.
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